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Declaration 

 
 
 

John 10:22-30 
    

22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in 
the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered 
round him, saying, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell 
us plainly.’ 
25 Jesus answered, ‘I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s 
name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My 
sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has 
given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I 
and the Father are one.’ 
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In this Gospel reading we find Jesus walking in the colonnade – the porch area around 
the Jerusalem Temple – surrounded by a crowd of people. 

John tells us there were three things on the people’s minds that day. 

The first was a dedication. They were gathered for the festival marking the rededication 
of the temple in 164BC after its destruction by Antiochus IV. The dedication festival was 
otherwise known as the Feast of Lights or Hannukah.  

After a long wait, the Jewish people again had a place set apart, dedicated, or 
consecrated to the Glory of God. A place where the chosen people of God could gather 
and worship their God. 

The second thing on their minds was an expectation. Attending the dedication was a man 
whom many hoped might be the Messiah – the One in whom the people of God could 
put their hope, the protector and defender of his people. 

In eager expectation they asked him, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are 
the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ 

The third thing on their minds was a declaration or ‘proclamation’. Jesus didn’t keep them 
in suspense any longer. Their expectation was met with a declaration from Jesus, ‘I did 
tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me.’ 

‘I am your shepherd Messiah! I am the Lord, your Shepherd, among you. I will shepherd 
my people with my very own Word. I will remind them that I know them as my own, that I 
give them eternal life, and that no one can snatch them out of my care.’ 

So, if the people in Jerusalem that day had on their minds a dedication, an expectation 
and a declaration, what do the people of the Bethlehem congregation in Launceston have 
on your minds today?  

Is it a dedication? Truly, we do have that on our minds! We gather today to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the dedication of this building as a place set apart for the worship of 
the Triune God by the Lutheran congregation in Launceston. 

It is reason for immense joy and thanksgiving that the people of this congregation have 
had – and continue to have - a place set apart, dedicated, or consecrated to the Glory of 
God. A place where the chosen people of God in this community can gather to worship 
the Triune God. 

Is there an expectation? Sure there is! Unlike the Jews there that day, we already know 
who Jesus is. But there is still an expectation. We come to this place, expecting to meet 
Jesus among his gathered people as he comes in Word and Sacrament. We come, 
expecting to hear him proclaimed for who he truly is – the Son of God and our Saviour.  
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We come, expecting to receive him and all that he offers us, and to respond in prayer, 
praise, and thanksgiving. 

That expectation was made clear in the first of two sermons delivered on the day of this 
church’s dedication. Pastor T.M.J. Wiebusch preached on the text from Matthew 21:13, 
"My house shall be called the house of prayer." 

Pastor Wiebusch said, “The church building should be a place set apart for the worship 
of God – a place where God and man can meet.” He “emphasized the need for prayer 
and that this requires a humble and believing heart,” reminding the congregation, “as we 
are all sinners before God, in need of grace and mercy, we can all pray together on the 
same level.”  

“He encouraged the Launceston members to be a people of prayer, because the real 
beauty of the church lies in the character of the people who worship within its walls.” 

We know that, like the Jews of Jesus’ day, we are sometimes slow to understand or 
believe the truth of God’s salvation. Yet we can always wait with eager expectation that 
the words and the works of Christ among us will continue to bear witness or ‘testify’ to 
him as our Saviour King.  

So, if there is a dedication and an expectation on our minds today, is there also a 
declaration or a ‘proclamation’ as there was in Jerusalem in Jesus’ day?  

Sure there is!  The Word of God, proclaimed by the pastors who have served this church 
and read by its members, declares that there is a new ‘temple’ – the body of Christ himself 
- destroyed on a cross, yet rebuilt by God the Father in a glorious resurrection.  

The Word of God still declares or proclaims the risen Jesus to be our Good Shepherd.  

As the Good Shepherd comes among us, his Word, our Baptism and his Holy Supper 
declare and testify to those who hear and follow him:  

• that he knows us by name,  

• that he gives us eternal life,  

• that he protects us,  

• and that he will not allow anyone or anything to snatch us out of his care. 

Jesus reveals the loving heart of God the Father, with whom he is eternally at one. 

In his dedication sermon, Pastor Wiebusch “pointed out that the church was also 
dedicated to proclaim the Word, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and for the administration of 
the Sacraments,” reminding the congregation that “God’s Word is the source of spiritual 
enlightenment. From the Word we receive our inspiration and direction in relation to our 
God.” 
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However, we need to remember that the good news of Jesus Christ is not just for the 
members alone. It is good news for all the world. 

In the second sermon delivered on the day of this church’s dedication (Yes, there were 
often two sermons delivered on special occasions in those days), Pastor John Juers 
focussed on the text from Acts 4:20 where the apostles of Jesus said, “We cannot but 
speak the things we have seen and heard.” 

Pastor Juers “began his address with a call to the children in the church to recognize that 
they too were “lights of Christ” in the world. He encouraged members to pray for a 
“burning desire, enthusiasm and zeal” to speak of the things they had seen and heard – 
namely the works and Words of God that proclaim Jesus as our Saviour. 

After the dedication service, the mayor of Launceston reminded the congregation that, 
although the dedication of this building would not make the news headlines on Monday 
morning, the members could take heart and hope from the fact that the church still has 
an important place in “our sick and sorry society” (Those were his words). 

So, there is truly a place for the declaration or proclamation of the good news that Jesus 
is the Son of God and Saviour of the World, both to people within these walls and in the 
community around us. 

As we remember and give thanks for the dedication of this place of worship, let us never 
lose the sense of expectation of who it is that comes among us, and let us joyfully 
participate in the declaration of the works and words of our Shepherd Saviour, both within 
these walls and in the community around us. 

Amen! 


